Quality assurance in cytopathology. Recommendations and ongoing quality assurance activities of the American Society of Clinical Pathologists.
The recommendations and activities of the American Society of Clinical Pathologists (ASCP) pertaining to quality assurance in cytopathology are reviewed. To assure the early detection of cervical cancer, the ASCP recommends that all women who are, or have been, sexually active should have an annual Papanicolaou smear examination, the reasons for which are discussed. To assure the optimal quality in the evaluation of these smears, the ASCP recommends that the screening should be performed (1) in an accredited laboratory by certified cytotechnologists, (2) for whom realistic workloads have been established, (3) under the supervision of a pathologist adequately trained in cytology, (4) who will maintain an ongoing quality assurance program. In addition, (5) Papanicolaou smear evaluations should be available to all patients at a reasonable cost and (6) the financial incentives for the performance of low-quality screening should be eliminated. The society's quality assurance activities discussed include the Check Sample program, self-assessment examinations, meetings and publications; planned additions to this arena include a challenge exam and proficiency survey mechanisms.